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This column will be about SUICIDE 
SQUAD #39 and #40. 


Dear John and Kim: 
Re: Suicide Squad €39 
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Dear Dan, 
The SUICIDE SQUAD is dead! The 
body is cold and they are digging the 
grave. OK, not quite. But in issue #39 
you came pretty close. I was shocked 
that Amanda Waller turned herself 
in. If I had written the story, Bronze 
‘Tiger would have brought her in. One 
minute Amanda is a4 i 
matriarch, the next she is an inflexi- 
ble dictator. Amanda is the most 
complex character in the medium. 
‘The Squad may not be the most 
powerful super group, but their at- 
titudes are genuine. People think the 
X-Men are outlaws. Ha, what a joke! 
The artwork was great again, and 
has been since issue #21. This should 
be one of my favorite covers of 1990. 
SUICIDE SQUAD was my favorite 
comic of 1989. The last 20 issues have 
been incredible. They make the first 
20 issues seem average. Is there going 
to be an annual this year? 
Derek Lewis 
12175 13th St. #19 
Yucaipa, CA 
PS. IVY, KISS THE MAN Gt 


Dear Dan, 

Having been a SUICIDE SQUAD 
fan for many years, | felt it time to 
write. And what better time to write 
than with the construction of the 
new Squad. May it live long and 
perform its appointed duties. 

At first, I was somewhat dis- 
concerted by the news of the “destruc 
tion” of the Squad in issue #39; 
however, after reading “The Phoenix 
Gambit” Part One, ] was well pleased. 
The tory, art, and even the 
characters were well handled. 1 was 
somewhat skeptical as to Batman's 
participation.in the reformation. Was 
he there fb sell the book or/was he 
there with Jegitimate interests? Well, 
obviousl¢a liste of both, But still, 1 
wasqleased tesee Batman’s inclusion 
not a merémarketing plvy. He's there 
to play off Amanda, Waller, the 
toughest nut the world has ever seen 
(but you do-have to:love her for it). 

Ostrander.feeds-no compliments; 
his reeord-speaks Zoritself. Grimjack 
and politics. are merged to form 
Deadshot. Isherwood, however, 
deserves some praise. His art ‘is 
stupendous and quite fitting for the 
tone of the book. This man draws 
Batman better than Jim Aparo. Hell, 
give Isherwood Bats and see if he can 
turn the Caped Crusader around. 

I'm trying to say is, that 
Isherwood’s art is one of the best 
things about the book. I'm interested 
in finding some of his other works. 
Thanks for the Squad. 

Yours sincerely, 
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idea how good this title is! Il be 
honest and admit that I only boughtit 
because Old Pointy Ears was init, but 
rest assured I'll be adding the 
“SQUAD to my monthly list. 

m the writing and art point of 
view, this title's a dream. Good, slick 
writing, combined with crisp artwork. 
Hike it. One thing puzzles me, though: 
from the letters page I get the impres- 
sion that Rick Flag is dead. Is this so? 
How did hedie? Anyway, Imust dash! 
T'moff to buy 39back-issues and a few 
annuals.-Catch you jater! 

. sy (0 Gary Stephenson 
'.- 20°Magnolia Way 
Shildon, Co. Durham 


th England 

P.S. Loved that poster .. 
Gary, Rick “Flag, former Squad 
€0..is-dead. having nuked himseif 
and a-group of terrorists in issue #26. 
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Dear John and Kim, 

“One year later”? 

Have you guys been having lunch 
with Keith Giffen or Tom and Mary 
Bierbaum, by any chance? 

In all honesty, I've thoroughly 
enjoyed issues #39-40 because you 
have observed one of today’s foremost 
unwritten rules in comics: never keep 
things predictable. I love being sur- 
prised by events in a good story, and 
“The Phoenix Gambit” has knocked 
us readers on our collective .... 
“Ashes” was a great story, guys! 

Amanda hes gained even more 
depth as a character now that she's 
wiped out the Loa, allowed three 
dangerous criminals to go free, and 
spent a year in jail. (It’s obvious she’s 
spent the time there thinking, but 
don’t tell me she’s wasted a year just 
sitting on her bunk where we left her 
last issue!) She's become more shrewd 
and tougher than ever, one of those 
“women you wouldn’t want to lock 
dental braces with,” as Berke 
Bréathed’s “Outland” strip says. Now 
that the Squad is “freelance,” and 
she's calling the shots, Amanda alone 
is worth the price of admission. Her 
given terms for future members of the 
Squad will make this team even more 
exciting and dangerous than before! 
Also, the reasons the new Squad is 
being pulled together is not some 
hackneyed plot, but a threat of world- 
shaking proportions. I’m as intrigued 
by this as Iam by the people involved. 
Good going! 

Batman’s major involvement in 
this storyline is also a surprise when 
you consider how much he and Waller 
hate each other. Pages 5-18 were like 
having an extra issue of BATMAN 
this month, well-written and well- 
illustrated. If any of the Bat-titles is 
ever in need of a new writing team, 
John and Kim, I'd say you two should 
be DC's first choice. You showed us 
the Darknight Detective's methods of 
deductive reasoning with such clarity 
arid style, it was exciting to see him 
track down the Steel Wolf! 

Okay! Okay! You've won me over 
with Geof Isherwood’s artwork with 
this issue, his cover; and his beautiful 
fold-out poster! His style does indeed 
fit the serious tone of the book—this is 
not Saturday morning cartoon stuff. 
Again, the close-ups are especially 


impressive, and I do like him best * 


when he inks himself. Count Vertigo 
and Sarge Steel were nicely rendered, 
too! 

I see from the poster that Poison Ivy. 
is returning (which makes me happy 
‘cause I enjoyed seeing her in action’ 
last issue), along with the Bronze 
Tiger, the Vixen, Capt. Boomerang 
(2), somebody who looks like Ravan, 
and Deadshot. Stalnoivolk will make 
an interesting addition, to say the 
least. Does the fact that most of these 
characters appear sans costume 
mean that you wish to move this title 
farther away from the super 
hero/super-villain genre? | agree that 
the capes and cowls are not.what 
make this book exciting, but the 


books method of resurrecting 


” characters from DC’s file of obscure 


comics is what does. Well, you 
yourselves know What vou have up 
your sleeves, so I'll happily read 
along. There are still some dangling 
plot threads left to resolve—Punch 
and Jewelee’s baby, Dr. Light's ghost 
ominously appearing last issue, and 
the Ifrit. to name a few. 


N 
1100 Washington St. NE Apt. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

Stay tuned, Neil 
People, 

Great! Great! Great! This is how the 
SUICIDE SQUAD was meant to be!! 
Mean, lean, clean, and unseen. Even 
Amanda is leaner (eat your heart out, 
Oprab! 

Actually, I always felt that Batman 
would work better with the Squad 
than with the loopy Justice League. 
That poster in the middle of SUICIDE 
SQUAD #40 saya it all. The guidance 
of Batman, the mind and leadership 
of Amanda, and the accuracy and: 
cunning (albeit askew) of Deadshot, 
and the diversity of euper-talent in the 
group itself. (They look like a mutated 
version of the 1960's British television 
show, “The Avengers” 


Take care, 
Lon Wolf 

2118 Ryan's Run East 
Maple Shade, NJ 08052 

steee 

Well, it’s good to know that 
everyone liked the poster insert in #40, 
and that both our regular readers and 
our “speculators” are enjoying this 
current storyline. It’s music to my 


